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Abstract: Writing evidence-based case report is a difficult chapter for overseas students in the course of Evidence-Based
Medicine; hence, we aim to explore the format of writing evidence-based case reports for overseas students, by analyzing the
writing characteristics and formats of 52 evidence-based case reports which have been published in PubMed since 1999. On this
basis, we extracted two basic writing formats. One consists of introduction, case report, and the five steps to practise evidence-
based medicine. Another format consists of introduction, case report, asking questions, methods, results, discussions,
conclusions, etc, in which contents also include the five steps to practise evidence-based medicine. In conclusion, these two
writing formats both have their own advantages; we suggest that international students choose the format according to their own
preferences. Besides, the format can also be used for reference when Chinese medical students write evidence-based case reports.
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